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go next? I think for the next edition the audience probably 
needs to be defined. Increasingly generalists and specialists 
are looking online so a web version might encourage the 
new web-savvy breed of trainees in all disciplines to take 
a look. There are weaknesses in the 7th edition in areas 
outside Harper’s personal interests. The chapter on cancer 
genetics doesn’t contain much helpful information and needs 
considerable revision. – Counsellors looking to find what the 
BRCA1 gene does will find it limited and recent advances in 
other cancer genes aren’t mentioned – and when the majority 
of referrals to our own service are cancer, and an increasing 
number are cardiac genetics, then new co-authors need to be 
brought in to help the book to survive in the era of instant 
knowledge.  
Overall this book continues to be an excellent and invaluable 
source of guidance for those starting out on their task of 
dealing with hereditary disorders, which now involve so many 
areas of disease.
Patrick J Morrison
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What should a cholecystectomy and a 
Van Halen concert have in common? 
The answer according to Atul Gawande 
is a checklist to help get things right. 
In the ‘Checklist Manifesto’, Gawande 
argues that the volume and complexity of the knowledge 
required for the safe practice of medicine now far exceeds our 
ability to properly deliver it. He believes that doctors can learn 
from other industries such as aviation and construction where 
checklists have made possible some of the most difficult 
tasks. He has worked with the WHO to introduce this concept 
into the world of surgery and has produced a ninety second 
checklist which reduced deaths and complications by more 
than one third in eight hospitals around the world-at virtually 
no cost and for almost any kind of operation.
Van Halen’s insistence on having a bowl of M &M’s, with 
the brown ones removed, was not in fact the unreasonable 
request of an egocentric pop band. This request was carefully 
submerged in a 90 page document that they provided for 
venue organisers to ensure the safety of their concerts. If the 
brown M &M’s were still present they knew that the document 
had not been carefully read and that further safety checks were 
required which often revealed preventable hazards.
Will Gawande’s idea catch on? Keep an eye on the colour of 
M&M’s the surgeons are eating........
James Clarke